Advent
December 1 – December 25
How to Use This Devotional Guide

Each day during the four weeks prior to Christmas, have the appropriate candle(s) lit.  Read the scripture passages designated under that day.  Spend a few moments talking about their significance.  Close by singing a Christmas carol and by having a time of prayer and thanksgiving to God.

Week #1 (December 1 – 7) The Prophets

On the fourth Sunday before Christmas, light one purple candle.  Have family members read Scripture passages, then sing a carol and give thanks to God.  This short service is repeated each day during the week by the light of one candle.

Sun. December 1

2 Peter 1:19-21, Isaiah 7:13-14,  Matthew 1:18-23

Mon. December 2

Hebrews 1:1-3, Isaiah 9:1-7, Matthew 4:13-16

Tue. December 3

Micah 5:2, Matthew 2:1-11,

Wed. December 4

Isaiah 53, Matthew 27:12-14, 38, 57-60

Thur. December 5
Zechariah 9:9, 11:12-13, 12:10 Matthew 21:1-10, 26:15, 27:3-10, John 19:37

Fri. December 6

Isaiah 42:1-7, Matthew 12:17-21, Luke 2:32

Sat. December 7

Psalm 22:1-18, Matthew 27:35-46


O come, O come, Emmanuel,


And ransom captive Israel,


That mourns in lonely exile here,


Until the Son of God appear.


Rejoice! Rejoice!


Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.


O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s stem,


Unto Thine own, and rescue them!


From depths of hell, Thy people save,


And give them victory o’er the grave.


Rejoice! Rejoice!


Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.


O come, Thou Bright and Morning Star,


And bring us comfort from afar!


Dispel the shadows of the night,


And turn our darkness into light.


Rejoice! Rejoice!


Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.

Week #2 (December 8 – 14) The Angel’s Message
Angelic pronouncements added to the light given by the prophets.  On the second Sunday before Christmas, light two purple candles. Have family members read selected Scriptures, then sing carols and pray together.

Sun. December 8

Luke 1:5-25 (to Zechariah)

Mon. December 9

Luke 1:26-38 (to Mary)

Tues. December 10
Matthew 1:18-25 (to Joseph)

Wed. December 11
Luke 2:8-20 (to Shepherds)

Thu. December 12

Matthew 2:1-21 (to Joseph)

Fri. December 13

Matthew 4:11, Luke 22:43; Matthew 28:2-4

Sat. December 14
Daniel 7:9-10; Revelation 5:11-12, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8; Matthew 24:31


Hark! The herald angels sing,


“Glory to the newborn King;


Peace on earth, and mercy mild,


God and sinners reconciled!”


Joyful all ye nations, rise,


Join the triumph of the skies;


With th’angelic host proclaim,


“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”


Hark! The herald angels sing,


“Glory to the newborn King!”


Christ, by highest heav’n adored;


Christ, the everlasting Lord!


Late in time behold Him come,


Offspring of the Virgin’s womb:


Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;


Hail th’incarnate Deity,


Pleased as man with men to dwell,


Jesus, our Emmanuel.


Hark! The herald angels sing,


“Glory to the newborn King!”


Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!


Hail, the Son of Righteousness!


Light and life to all He brings,


Risen with healing in His wings.


Mild He lays His glory by,


Born that man no more may die,


Born to raise the sons of earth,


Born to give them second birth.


Hark! The herald angels sing,


“Glory to the newborn King!”

Week #3 (December 15 – 21) The Shepherds’ Response
The shepherds’ response to the angelic message was to “make known abroad” what they had heard (Luke 2:17). On the third Sunday before Christmas, add the light of the pink candle to that of the other two.  Have family members read the following passages.  Conclude by singing carols and praying together.

Sun. December 15

Luke 2:1-12
Mon. December 16
Psalm 23, 79:13, 95:7, 100:3

Tues. December 17
Isaiah 53:6, Matthew 18:11-14;





1 Peter 2:25

Wed. December 18
Isaiah 40:11; Hebrews 13:20-21

Thur. December 19
John 10:1-18, 27-29

Fri. December 20

Matthew 9:35-38, John 21:15-17





1 Peter 5:2-4

Sat. December 21

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-31




[Chorus:]

Go, tell it on the mountain,

over the hills and everywhere.

Go, tell it on the mountain

that Jesus Christ is born.


While shepherds kept their watching

o'er silent flocks by night,

behold, throughout the heavens

There shone a holy light.


[chorus]


The shepherds feared and trembled

when lo, above the earth

rang out the angel chorus

that hailed our Saviour's birth!


[chorus]


Down in a lonely manger

the humble Christ was born,

and God sent our salvation

that blessed Christmas morn.


[chorus]
Week #4 (December 22-25) The Wise Men’s Response
On the Sunday before Christmas light all four candles.  The readings focus on the wise men, wisdom, and the One who is all-wise.  Conclude devotions with carols and prayer.

Sun. December 22

Matthew 2:1-12, 1 Corinthians 1:17-30
Mon. December 23
Ps. 111:10; Prov. 3:13-26, James 1:5; 3:13-18



We three kings of Orient are


Bearing gifts we traverse afar


Field and fountain, moor and mountain


Following yonder star.

Chorus:
O star of wonder, star of night.



Star with royal  beauty bright.



Westward leading, still proceeding,



Guide us to thy perfect light.


Born a king on Bethlehem’s plains


Gold I bring to crown Him again,


King forever, ceasing never


Over us all to reign.


Frankincense to offer have I


Incense owns a Deity nigh


Prayer and praising, all men raising,


Worship Him God most high.


Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume


Breathes a life of gathering gloom


Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,


Sealed in a stone cold tomb.


Glorious now behold Him arise,


King and God and Sacrifice;


Alleluia, Alleluia!


Earth to heav’n replies.
CHRISTMAS DAY—Wednesday, December 25 
Place a red or white pillar candle in the middle of the Advent wreath and light all  five candles.  Read the Christmas story in Luke 2:1-20.  Have family members share what they have learned during your Advent devotionals.  Then sing your favorite carols in joyous celebration because in Isaiah’s words:  “The people that have walked in the darkness have seen a great light.”


Joy to the world! The Lord is come.


Let earth receive her King; 


Let every heart prepare Him room,


And heaven and nature sing. . .


Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns.


Let men their songs employ.


While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains


Repeat the sounding joy. . .


He rules the world with truth and grace,


And makes the nations prove


The glories of His righteousness


And wonders of His love. . .




* * * * * * * * * * * *


O Come All Ye Faithful

Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.

Come and behold Him,

Born the King of Angels;

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels,

Sing in exultation,

O Sing all ye citizens of heaven above.

Glory to God, glory in the Highest;

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

Christ the Lord.


Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,

Born this happy morning,

Jesus, to thee be all glory given.

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

Christ the Lord. 



* * * * * * * * *

Silent night, holy night, 


all is calm, all is bright 


round yon virgin 


mother and child. 


Holy infant, so tender and mild, 


sleep in heavenly peace, 


sleep in heavenly peace. 


Silent night, holy night, 


shepherds quake at the sight; 


glories stream from heaven afar, 


heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 


Christ the Savior is born, 


Christ the Savior is born! 


Silent night, holy night, 


Son of God, love's pure light; 


radiant beams from thy holy face 


with the dawn of redeeming grace, 


Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 


Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 


Silent night, holy night, 


wondrous star, lend thy light; 


with the angels let us sing, 


Alleluia to our King; 


Christ the Savior is born, 


Christ the Savior is born! 




* * * * * * * * *


Angels we have heard on high


Sweetly singing over the plains


And the mountains in reply,


Echoing their joyous strains.


Glo-ori-a


In excelsis de-o


Glo-ori-a


In excelsis de-o


Shepherds, why this Jubilee?


Why your joyous strains prolong?


What the gladsome tidings be


Which inspire your heavenly song?


Glo-ori-a


In excelsis de-o


Glo-ori-a


In excelsis de-o


Come to Bethlehem and see


Him whose birth the angels sing;


Come, adore on bended knee


Christ, the Lord,


the newborn King


Glo-ori-a


In excelsis de-o


Glo-ori-a


In excelsis de-o


See Him in a manger laid


Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth!


Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,


With us sing our Savior's birth.


Glo-ori-a


In excelsis de-o


Glo-ori-a


In excelsis de-o

How to Make the Advent Wreath
If you do not choose to purchase a ready-made wreath, you can make one yourself. You can use a straw form, Styrofoam, or chicken wire circle as the base for the wreath and to it attach greens, pine cones, ribbons or whatever you like for decoration.  At equidistant points around the wreath, place four holders for candles. Place in the candle holders three purple candles that represent penance, sorrow, and longing expectation and one pink candle that represents the hope and coming joy. The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. The wreath may have a fifth candle reminding us of the birth of Christ. 
